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By Dorothy Fitch 

Which consumer drone should you buy? 
The drone market is crowded, but there's one drone that stands out from the crowd,  

and it has gone from being an underdog to my favorite.  
I have a number of drones, and I've 
put a fair few miles and hours of 
flight on them -- over 125 miles and 
22 hours in total. As much as I've 
tried to not end up with a favorite -- I 
definitely do have a favorite. 

And it's not the drone I expected it to 
be. 

But first, let me introduce you to the 

fleet. 

First up is the DJI Mavic Air 2. 

This is the drone that got me back 
into aerial photography and videog-
raphy. This drone covered a lot of 
bases for me. It's small and packa-
ble. The 4K/48-megapixel camera 
(actually a 12-megapixel sensor that 
can use electronic wizardry to output 
48-megapixel images) is, for its size, 
capable of some stunning results. 

The gimbal is silky smooth and high-

ly responsive, and the drone is per-

fectly capable of battling some ro-

bust winds and coming back with 

fantastic footage.  

I then acquired a DJI Air 2S. 

This is essentially a DJI Mavic Air 2 with a 5.4K/20-megapixel 1-inch 
sensor. 

For me, the benefit of this one is being able to capture more detail 
thanks to the 10-bit sensor, especially in low-light conditions. Other-
wise, it seems to have the same flight characteristics as the Mavic 
Air 2 in terms of speed, power, wind resistance, and range. 

If there are any differences in the flight specs, I don't feel them. 

(Continued on page 5) 

https://www.amazon.com/DJI-Mavic-Air-More-Combo/dp/B086XCGMN7?tag=zdnet-deals-20
https://www.amazon.com/DJI-Air-Fly-More-Combo/dp/B08Z2VHRFC?tag=zdnet-deals-20


 

Seeptember 2021 2 

“Members Helping 

Members”  

(since 1983)  

Board of Directors 

2020-2021  

President 
Phil Bock  

president@lcace.org  
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Lake County Area  

Computer Enthusiasts  

c/o Group Ambassador  

“J.J.” Johnson  

News Journal  

The LCACE News Journal is published eleven times annually. Members are 

encouraged to submit contributions which will be acknowledged in this newslet-

ter. Send articles to editor@lcace.org  Permission is granted to reproduce any or 

all parts of this newsletter in other User Group publications, provided that credit 

is given to LCACE and the individual author (s).  Logo designed on an Atari Sta-

cy Laptop in 1989 by Dwight Johnson Jr.  

Membership  

LCACE membership is open to all individuals and families interested in personal 

computing. Annual dues are $20.00 per individual/family. Applications for mem-

bership may be obtained at the monthly meeting, by request on the club hotline, 

and are now available on our web site at http://www.lcace.org.  

Meetings  

LCACE meetings are usually held on Saturdays at the Grayslake Area Public 

Library, 100 Library Lane, Grayslake, Illinois. The meeting room opens at noon 

and the formal meeting begins at 12:30 p.m. All meetings are open to the public. 

Bring a friend!  

Newsletter Submissions  

Club members are welcome to submit classified ads, reviews, tips and other arti-

cles for publication, to our newsletter editor in Microsoft Word format (.doc). 

Publication deadline is the 20th of the month for all ads and articles. 

Please do not use tabs or special formatting.  

Newsletter Advertising  

Ad rates per issue: Full page - $25, Half page - $15, Quarter page - $10, Busi-

ness Card - $5. Discounts are available on advance purchase of multiple issues. 

Please send camera-ready copy and payment to the club address by the 15th of 

the month preceding publication. For more information on ad pricing, please call 

our Hotline. Ads are FREE to all paid members.  

Notice  

LCACE WILL NOT CONDONE or knowingly participate in copyright infringe-

ment of any kind. The LCACE News Journal is published by and for LCACE 

members. Opinions expressed herein are those of the individual authors and do 

not necessarily reflect the opinion of LCACE, the membership, the board of di-

rectors, and/or our advertisers.  

http://www.lcace.org/
mailto:president@lcace.org
mailto:vicepresident@lcace.org
mailto:vicepresident@lcace.org
mailto:secretary@lcace.org
mailto:treasurer@lcace.org
mailto:programs@lcace.org
mailto:membership@lcace.org
mailto:pr@lcace.org
mailto:webmaster@lcace.org
mailto:editor@lcace.org
mailto:historian@lcace.org
mailto:editor@lcace.org
http://www.lcace.org/


 

Seeptember 2021 3 

Membership Chairperson Report 
 
Members 
Meeting Attendees: 22 
 

THANKS FOR JOINING 
None 

 
THANKS FOR RENEWING 
None 

 
THANKS FOR VISITING 
John Kennedy APCUG 
Judy Taylour 

 

August 8, 2021 

Ted Rock 

 

2020 – 2021  

LCACE  

Dues Suspension 

 

Because of our COVID-19 pandemic, we were una-

ble to host our traditional LCACE summer picnic in 

July.  The manager at our State Bank of the Lakes 

has informed us that their meeting room will not be 

available for our planned 2020 Holiday Party.  As a 

result, we will not be incurring expenses this fiscal 

year for these two major events.  Given that we cur-

rently have a reasonable balance in our treasury and 

realizing that this pandemic may have created a fi-

nancial hardship for some of our members, your 

Board of Directors has voted to suspend dues pay-

ment for this fiscal year. 

For those who have already paid their 2020 – 2021 

dues, thank you!  Your payment will be applied to 

2021 – 2022 dues.  For those who have not paid, we 

will look forward to your dues payment for next 

year in April 2021. 

12 Ways to Speed Up  

Your Slow-Ass iPhone 

Is your iPhone slowing down with time? These are 

ways to speed it back up. 

Read More! 

https://lifehacker.com/12-ways-to-speed-up-your-slow-ass-iphone-1847596256?utm_source=lifehacker_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2021-09-08
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Hi, this is Jasmine Blue D'Katz again asking  you to write 

an article for the club newsletter.  

If you have been an avid reader of our newsletter, you 

have probably read several of my articles. I like to share 

information about new purchases that have shown up 

on my doorstep and every time I get a chance to get my 

little paws on the keypad of the iPad or computer it 

compiles me to share this information with you.  

Although I have only been in the world for a little over 

six years, (yes, I am only six years old) and spend most of 

my day sleeping in my katz tree or a box that the new 

item came in. I spend a lot of my playtime sniffing out 

the new products around the house. I am always excited 

when the Amazon truck pulls up and I know I am going 

to get my paws on a new product and express my 

thoughts on something that's other members of my 

computer club might be interested in. Although all these 

products may not be computer-related, most are still 

some types of new technology that someone may find 

interesting.  

Your review does not have to be a product or service. 

During meetings, members speak about computer, tab-

lets, or smartphone tricks and tips that can be shared by 

writing a brief sentence or paragraph about it and sub-

mitting it to the newsletter editor. New technology is 

also our goal to keep our members up to date on chang-

es in technology. 

I have found it somewhat easy to write these reviews 

because I follow the following guidelines:  

• Briefly describe the product or service  

• Write with details  

• Use complete sentences  

• Include useful descriptive words.  

• Personalize your review  

• Position the product or service among its peers  

• Include a sample  

• Keep it truthful  

These are a few of the things that should be considered, 

but there are more. Let your word flow as though you are 

going through each set of opening the package, reading 

the manual, installing/setting up, and operating the prod-

uct. This lets us know your likes and dislikes of the product. 

Let us know where or how you obtained the product and 

lastly, would you recommend this product to other mem-

bers.  

I have felt somewhat lonely over the past couple of years 

by not seeing reviews from fellow club members, and I 

know the editor has asked on numerous occasions for sub-

mission.  

I will be looking forward to reading your article soon. 
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Then there's the DJI Mini 2. 

The runt. 

This is a 4K camera on a tiny, sub-250g/8.8oz drone. 
The speed and wind resistance is nothing like the Ma-
vic Air 2 or Air 2S; it doesn't have obstacle avoidance 
sensors, the footage it captures is not as good since 
I'm more limited in what video formats I can use, and 
the drone has the fewest features of the three. 

I expected this to be the drone I flew when I didn't 
have access to the others. A compromise. A drone 
that I sent to do work where I didn't need the best. 

Little did I know that it would become my favorite. 

So why is the DJI Mini 2 my favorite drone? 

First off, it's the size. It's small, lightweight, and highly 
portable. The case it comes in as part of the Fly More 
combo that DJI offers (this is worth buying just for the 
spare batteries) is the same as for the other drones, 
but when it's out of that case, it becomes something I 
could fit into a jacket pocket. 

(Continued from page 1) I've not flown it enough that I can be out and about 

and have the drone up in the air in a couple of 

minutes. 

It's also not as noisy as its bigger siblings, making 
it a lot more discreet. 

That's a bonus. 

Then there's the weight. 

At under 250g, it falls into that category where I 

can do more with it without brushing up against 

regulations (I'm in the UK, and the rules differ in 

the US, but on both sides of the pond, a sub-250g 

drone is subject to fewer regulations and red tape). 

It both looks and feels like a toy. But it isn't a toy. 

Despite the lack of sensors, it's still easy to fly. 
Sure, I know of plenty of people who've smashed 
one straight into a wall or tree on their first flight, 
so it's vital to take the time to practice. But if you 
fly conservatively, the chances of losing it to an 
accident are small. 

I've done a lot with this drone. I have sent it out 
over the ocean to video cruise ships, flown it into 
city centers to carry out roof inspections, and I 
have had it flying in thick fog over the countryside. 

It's exceptionally versatile. 

And the price is also hard to beat. 

At $599 for the DJI Mini 2 Fly More combo pack-

age or $449 for the Mini 2 drone, controller, and 

single battery, it's unbeatable. Amazon also has 

a renewed Mini 2 for only $399, which is a great 

way to save money. 

 
Facebook privacy checkup time: 
6 settings to inspect right now 
 

Facebook collects a treasure trove of personal information 
about each and every one of us. Here's what you can do to 
help keep it private. 
 
Read More! 

Facebook isn’t know for amazing privacy parcties, so 

you may want to take things into your own hand. 

https://www.amazon.com/DJI-Mini-Fly-More-Combo/dp/B08JGX61H7?tag=zdnet-deals-20
https://www.amazon.com/DJI-Mini-Fly-More-Combo/dp/B08JGX61H7?tag=zdnet-deals-20
https://www.amazon.com/DJI-Mini-Fly-More-Combo/dp/B08JGX61H7?tag=zdnet-deals-20
https://www.amazon.com/DJI-Mini-Fly-More-Combo/dp/B08JGYF5W1?tag=zdnet-deals-20
https://www.amazon.com/DJI-Mini-Fly-More-Combo/dp/B08JGYF5W1?tag=zdnet-deals-20
https://www.amazon.com/DJI-Mini-Ultralight-Quadcopter-Transmission/dp/B08PSTM1K6?tag=zdnet-deals-20
Facebook%20privacy%20checkup%20time:%206%20settings%20to%20inspect%20right%20now
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Transfer data between PC’s 
Make backups, and erase old hard drives 

If you’ve ever upgraded to a new PC, then you know how 
frustrating the experience can be. Oh sure, a brand new 
system is nice, but the problem is in migrating all your stuff 
over from your old one, which rarely works as it should. So 
we’re offering the PC Transfer Kit Bundle. It’ll help you get 
through the process as painlessly as possible, so you’ll get 
back in business fast. 

The PC Transfer Kit Bundle includes non-expiring licenses 
to three apps that no one should be without: PCmover Pro-
fessional, DiskImage, and SafeImage. For instance, 
PCmover Pro — which has garnered a 4 out of 5 rating 
through over 2,000 reviews on Amazon — is used to mi-
grate user data from an old PC to a new one. Meanwhile, 
DiskImage creates a perfect backup of your file system to 
protect against data loss, and SafeImage completely eras-
es your data from your old PC so you can safely get rid of it 
without taking on any risk. 

Combined, these popular apps are all you need to safely 

upgrade your computer. And since the licenses never ex-

pire, you can use them again and again. When you consid-

er that you can buy them all together right now for only 

$24.99, a savings of 80 percent off the regular price, then 

that’s a deal that everyone needs to take advantage of. 

 

Web Wonders 
Android Accessibility 
this side is an overview of the Android operating system accessory features 
android.com/accessibility/ 
 

Apple Accessibility 
An overview have accessibility features on apple platforms including iPhone and iPad 
apple.com/accessibility/ 
 

IPhone and iPod: Live Listen 
This page examines live listen a somewhat hard to discover feature that helps you hear everything word 
public conversation. 
Support.apple.com/en-us/HT209082 

https://shop.pcworld.com/sales/pc-transfer-kit-bundle-feat-pcmover-professional-diskimage-safeerase?utm_source=pcworld.com&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=pc-transfer-kit-bundle-feat-pcmover-professional-diskimage-safeerase&utm_term=scsf-509035&utm_content=a
https://shop.pcworld.com/sales/pc-transfer-kit-bundle-feat-pcmover-professional-diskimage-safeerase?utm_source=pcworld.com&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=pc-transfer-kit-bundle-feat-pcmover-professional-diskimage-safeerase&utm_term=scsf-509035&utm_content=a
https://shop.pcworld.com/sales/pc-transfer-kit-bundle-feat-pcmover-professional-diskimage-safeerase?utm_source=pcworld.com&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=pc-transfer-kit-bundle-feat-pcmover-professional-diskimage-safeerase&utm_term=scsf-509035&utm_content=a
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLi6B6bF8hCO7L91TMSPWJEM-6ztUR_qIg
https://www.techforsenior.com/tech-for-seniors
https://www.android.com/accessibility/
https://www.apple.com/accessibility/
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT209082
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By Bob DeLaurentis 

Reset Windows, Text Chats, 

and Disk Space Utility 

   Q. How do I make the text on my phone 1arger 
   A. The good news is that both iPhone and Android 
have system settings to make text larger, and many 
apps support adjustable-size text based on these 
settings. The less good news is that these settings 
appear in multiple places, and they have different 
effects. Read on for some general suggestions, but I 
encourage you to search the web for detailed advice 
about your specific device. Not all text on a phone is 
the same. 
   On both iPhone and Android, open "Settings,” and 
open the “Accessibility" option, then look for a menu 
choice like "Font Size" or "Larger Text." These con-
trols will get you started in the right direction. 
   On Android, text in the Chrome web browser has 
its own control under the three-dot menu in the up-
per right of the screen. Tap it, then tap "Settings" 
followed by "Accessibility" and "Font Scaling." On 
Apple, the Safari text is small button next to the URL 
marked with "AA" that reveals a menu to change text 
size. 
   One side effect of larger text is that other items on 
screen must adapt. Make the text too big, and other 
screen elements might be pushed off the screen. 
There is a balance to strike between readability and 
usability. Once you find the correct size for you, the 
experience of using your phone will be much more 
comfortable. 
   Q. How can I make my phone screen easier to 
see? Sometimes I cannot tell where I should tap. 
   A. Modem smartphones are smart enough to ac-
commodate our individual differences in several 
ways. Options range from increased in text size, to 
contrast and color refinements, to voice-based inter-
faces useable by people with severely impaired vi-
sion. 
   All these options are managed in device 
"Settings," grouped under a menu titled 
"Accessibility." There are a considerable number of 
choices under that menu. Simply knowing what they 
are and what they do is useful. 
   In addition to text size adjustments, there are two 
other notable features worth exploring. 
   The first is system-wide screen enlarging. It works 
like a zoom gesture on a photo, except that it magni-
fies the entire screen. It takes practice to manage 
zooming along with screen taps and scrolling re-
gions, but it can make a huge difference in usability. 
To enable it, look under "Accessibility" for an item 
called "Magnification" on Android and "Zoom" on 
iPhone. 

   The second is increasing contrast. This feature is 
more useful on iPhone because it changes things 
like buttons and borders to make them more clearly 
defined. Android has a similar option, but it only ap-
plies to text. 
   Every year smartphones become smarter at adapt-
ing to us. And accessibility features are key to mak-
ing the most personal computing devices ever made 
even more personal. 
   Q. Can I use my smartphone like a magnifying 
glass? 
   A. Absolutely yes! I first wrote about this capability 
on iPhone a few  
years ago, but the feature has improved since then, 
and it has come to Android as well. 
The "Magnifier" app comes preinstalled on iPhones 
and the "Lookout by Google" app is available from 
the Google Play Store. Both apps have similar fea-
tures. 
   For iPhone users, this feature is as simple as acti-
vating sin and saying, "open Magnifier." It can also 
be opened by tapping the Magnifier app in the utili-
ties folder or in the Control Center. 
There is a slider at the bottom of the screen to adjust 
the magnification. If you tap just above the slider, a 
tray will slide upward to reveal secondary. controls, 
which include a snapshot button, contrast and color 
adjustments, and a flashlight. 
   Snapshots allow you to store a quick image, so 
you do not have to  
hold the camera for more than a few seconds. This 
is especially handy for grabbing images in awkward 
to reach places. Use the two-finger zoom gesture to 
enlarge the parts the snapshot you wish to read. 
   The Lookout app for Android is a gem. Alongside 
the ability to magnify,  
it 'has special modes for things like reading a docu-
ment aloud and deciphering nutrition labels. 
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Shop at smile.amazon.com and Amazon donates to 
the Lake County Honor Flight!  

 

if you are an AmazonSmile customer, you can now support Lake County Honor Flight in the Amazon 
shopping app on your Android device! Simply follow these instructions to turn on AmazonSmile and start 
generating donations. 

1. If you have the latest version of the Amazon Shopping App, open the App on your Android 
device. 

2. View Settings and select AmazonSmile. 

3. Follow the in-App instructions to complete the process.  
If you do not have the latest version of the Amazon Shopping App, update your App. Click here for in-

structions.  

There’s nothing like a daily dose of information 

to keep us abreast of the latest computer and 

technology.  

Join the How-To Geek club... 

Windows 10 News and Tips 

 

What city spells 

their name differ-

ently than the per-

son they’re named 

after? 

https://www.amazon.com/amazon-smile/s?k=amazon+smile
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_ext_ch_47-3858397_dl?_encoding=UTF8&ein=47-3858397&ref_=smi_chpf_redirect&ref_=smi_ext_ch_47-3858397_cl
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qFIO4_ZlO4I7eFrF_YtOus3zu3teRxIhwTWja7WeIEtD7NvL_RbjXOmU8gU_7SQ6eq7OPR-fsk14ezDnOGpEi0l4f6JFjY-X903sbqdvVTWXN2ShmoOxPx2Z4r3TPd4gs4WE6ILvQiU-5dJCeP4NHDhRMSqJqxQ7dOE8UwZ1Chk=&c=C57lkxmcGncHXc-JhFaI4_csKH1zuYXfU0V5-NeDke-fSf172fnhB
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qFIO4_ZlO4I7eFrF_YtOus3zu3teRxIhwTWja7WeIEtD7NvL_RbjXPAOdK4aQZuHiuNalSbWQC2pG9NnrkrTXSsa1cq414vLiMymE2hqUBXHtFbGaqYS9wfcZH6sSs2vlKTwOE9xY_HH8fANRfcSMuD15uKKUIBDwWKFOcz9vIVa7cNxQkMlE-llrCYUHyrU0f8iQjJzP0Mq779VT27uV3JTIl_rlo3WXmMF
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_ext_ch_47-3858397_dl?_encoding=UTF8&ein=47-3858397&ref_=smi_chpf_redirect&ref_=smi_ext_ch_47-3858397_cl
https://www.howtogeek.com/
https://www.pcworld.com/tag/windows10/
https://www.pcworld.com/tag/windows10/
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The below services have been used by club mem-

bers and have been highly recommended. 

White Box Computers 

They say they are the place for all your computer 

repairs & upgrades at nearly half the prices of the 

competition.  

https://whiteboxcomputers.org 

847-833-9324 

ZYTEK Services 

Has been around for over 30 years and offers the 

best in fast, friendly, high-quality, fair price computer 

service solutions 

847-336-2259 

 

2020 

 December 12—Holiday Party 

 

2021 

 January  9, 2021—Show n’ Tell 

 February 13, 2021– File Management Pt1 

 March13. 2021— All in One Computers 

 April 10—Zoom Etiquette & QR Codes 

 May 8, 2021— File Management Pt2 

 June 12, 2021—Everything Google 

 August 14, 2021—Free Software  

 September 11— Bitwarden 

 October 9—National Security Month 

 November 13— Q& A—Ask the Guru 

 December 11—Holiday Party 

https://whiteboxcomputers.org/
https://whiteboxcomputers.org/contact-us/
https://www.zytekservices.com/
https://youtu.be/AvIvu0B2Nlk
https://youtu.be/Ezw--7RO6jU
https://youtu.be/WIPJavXopQY
https://youtu.be/Q-kV5Bn5xlA
https://youtu.be/o2iaPfmFNLs
https://youtu.be/aqQxnQo-Wy0
https://youtu.be/v9TtThagbVA
https://apcug2.org/apcug-2021-spring-vtc/
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Members Web Sites 

e-mail me at editor@lcace.org 

www.pegasusphotos.smugmug.com 

Members 

 

 
Take a good 

look, you just 

might see  

yourself. 

LCACE Photo Albums 

Phone: (847) 623-3815 

http://www.lcace.org/
mailto:editor@lcace.org?subject=Web%20site%20ad
http://pegasusphotos.smugmug.com/
mailto:JimJacobsMusic@gmail.com
http://apcug2.org/
http://www.lovemycookies.com/
http://pegasusphotos.smugmug.com/
http://lcace.org/PhotoAlbums.htm
http://lcace.org/PhotoAlbums.htm
http://lcace.org/PhotoAlbums.htm
https://www.facebook.com/lakecountyhonorflight/posts/2518531204848800

