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Passkey vs. 

YubiKeys:  
New ways to protect your access to 

your accounts. 

Compiled by Jasmine Blue D’Katz 

 

While attending the MSCIG (Minnetonka Sen-

iors Computer Interest Group) meeting, the dis-

cussion came up about the difference between 

a Passkey and YubiKey, so I decided to explain 

the difference. 

A passkey is a new type of digital credential 

that is designed to be more secure and conven-

ient than passwords. Passkeys are based on 

public-key cryptography, which is the same 

technology that is used to secure HTTPS con-

nections and online payments. 

A YubiKey is a type of physical authentication 

device that uses encryption and private keys to 

protect and unlock supported accounts. 

YubiKeys are based on the Universal 2nd Fac-

tor (U2F) open standard, which was developed 

by Google and Yubico in 2012. 

 

Differences between passkeys 

and YubiKeys: 

Passkeys: 

 Can be stored on devices or in the cloud. 

 Can be used to sign into websites and apps 

without having to enter a username or pass-

word. 

 Are still under development but are ex-

pected to become widely available in the 

next few years. 

 

YubiKeys: 

 Are physical devices that must be plugged 

into a USB port or tapped against an NFC 

reader? 

 Can only be used to sign into websites and 

apps that support U2F authentication. 

 Are widely available today. 
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Lake County Area  

Computer Enthusiasts  

c/o Group Ambassador  

“J.J.” Johnson  

News Journal  

The LCACE News Journal is published eleven times annually. Members are 

encouraged to submit contributions which will be acknowledged in this newslet-

ter. Send articles to editor@lcace.org Permission is granted to reproduce any or 

all parts of this newsletter in other User Group publications, provided that credit 

is given to LCACE and the individual author (s). Logo designed on an Atari 

Stacy Laptop in 1989 by Dwight Johnson Jr.  

Membership  

LCACE membership is open to all individuals and families interested in personal 

computing. Annual dues are $20.00 per individual/family. Applications for mem-

bership may be obtained at the monthly meeting, by request on the club hotline, 

and are now available on our web site at http://www.lcace.org.  

Meetings  

LCACE meetings are usually held on Saturdays at the Grayslake Area Public 

Library, 100 Library Lane, Grayslake, Illinois. The meeting room opens at noon 

and the formal meeting begins at 12:30 p.m. All meetings are open to the public. 

Bring a friend!  

Newsletter Submissions  

Club members are welcome to submit classified ads, reviews, tips and other   

articles for publication, to our newsletter editor in Microsoft Word format (.doc). 

Publication deadline is the 20th of the month for all ads and articles. 

Please do not use tabs or special formatting.  

Newsletter Advertising  

Ad rates per issue: Full page - $25, Half page - $15, Quarter page - $10, Busi-

ness Card - $5. Discounts are available on advance purchase of multiple issues. 

Please send camera-ready copy and payment to the club address by the 15th of 

the month preceding publication. For more information on ad pricing, please call 

our Hotline. Ads are FREE to all paid members.  

NOTICE  

LCACE WILL NOT CONDONE or knowingly participate in copyright infringe-

ment of any kind. The LCACE News Journal is published by and for LCACE 

members. Opinions expressed herein are those of the individual authors and do 

not necessarily reflect the opinion of LCACE, the membership, the board of       

directors, and/or our advertisers.  

http://lcace.org/
mailto:president@lcace.org
mailto:vicepresident@lcace.org
mailto:vicepresident@lcace.org
mailto:secretary@lcace.org
mailto:treasurer@lcace.org
mailto:programs@lcace.org
mailto:membership@lcace.org
mailto:pr@lcace.org
mailto:webmaster@lcace.org
mailto:editor@lcace.org
http://www.lcace.org
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Another way to think about the difference be-

tween passkeys and YubiKeys is that passkeys 

are a new type of digital credential, while 

YubiKeys are a type of physical authentication 

device. 

 

Which is better? 

Passkeys and YubiKeys both offer advantages 

over passwords, but they are also different in 

some keyways. 

Passkeys are more convenient, they can be 

used to sign into websites and apps without en-

tering a username or password. Passkeys are 

also more secure than YubiKeys, as they can 

be stored on devices or in the cloud, which 

makes them less vulnerable to theft or loss. 

However, passkeys are still under development 

and are not yet widely supported. But YubiKeys 

are widely available today and are supported by 

(Continued from page 1) a wide range of websites and apps. 

Which one you should choose depends on your 

individual needs and preferences. If you are 

looking for the most convenient and secure way 

to sign into websites and apps, then passkeys 

are the better option. However, if you need a 

solution that is widely available today, then a 

YubiKey is a good choice. 

You can also use a YubiKey as a passkey. 

Some YubiKeys support the FIDO2 standard, 

which allows them to be used as passkeys. 

This means that you can use a YubiKey to sign 

into websites and apps without having to enter 

a username or password, even if the website or 

app does not support U2F authentication. 

If you are not sure whether to choose a pass-

key or a YubiKey, I recommend that you 

choose a YubiKey that supports the FIDO2 

standard. This will give you the flexibility to use 

the key as a passkey in the future, once pass-

keys are more widely supported. 

https://www.pcmag.com/news/google-rolls-out-passkeys-for-workspace-cloud-accounts 

 

https://www.pcmag.com/news/google-rolls-out-passkeys-for-workspace-cloud-accounts
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Google Lens 
Compiled by Jasmine Blue D’Katz 
 
Google Lens is a visual search tool that uses 
machine learning to identify objects and provide 
information about them. It can be used to trans-
late text, identify plants and animals, explore 
locales or menus, discover products, find visu-
ally similar images, and take other useful ac-
tions. 
 
Google Lens was first introduced in 2017, and it 
has since become one of the most popular vis-
ual search tools available. It is integrated into 
many Google products, including the Google 
Photos app, the Google Search app, and 
Google Assistant. 
 
How Google Lens works 
Google Lens uses a combination of machine 
learning and computer vision techniques to 
identify objects and provide information about 
them. It works by first extracting features from 
the image, such as edges, corners, and colors. 
It then uses these features to match the image 
to a database of known objects. 
 
Once Google Lens has identified an object, it 

can provide a variety of information about it. For 
example, if you point Google Lens at a plant, it 
can identify the plant species and provide infor-
mation about its care and watering instructions. 
If you point Google Lens at a restaurant menu, 
it can translate the menu into your language 
and provide information about the dishes. 
 
What Google Lens can do 
Google Lens can be used to do a wide variety 
of things, including: 
 

Translate text: Google Lens can translate 
text from one language to another in real 
time. This can be useful if you are travel-
ing to a foreign country or if you are try-
ing to read a menu that is in a different 
language. 

 
Identify plants and animals: Google Lens 

can identify over a million different plant 
and animal species. This can be useful if 
you are hiking and you want to know 
what kind of plant you are looking at, or if 
you are at a zoo and you want to know 
what kind of animal is in a particular en-
closure. 
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Explore locales or menus: Google Lens can 
provide information about the places and 
things you see around you. For example, 
if you point Google Lens at a building, it 
can tell you what kind of building it is and 
its history. If you point Google Lens at a 
restaurant menu, it can provide informa-
tion about the dishes and translate the 
menu into your language. 

 
Discover products: Google Lens can scan 

barcodes and QR codes to identify prod-
ucts and provide information about them. 
This can be useful if you are shopping 
and you want to compare prices or learn 
more about a product. 

 
Find visually similar images: Google Lens 

can find visually similar images to the 
image you are looking at. This can be 
useful if you are trying to find a higher-
quality version of an image or if you are 
trying to find the source of an image. 

 
How to use Google Lens 
To use Google Lens, you can either open the 
Google Lens app or use the Google Lens fea-
ture in the Google Photos app or the Google 
Search app. 
 
To use the Google Lens app, simply open the 
app and point your camera at the object you 
want to identify. Google Lens will automatically 
identify the object and provide information 
about it. 
 
To use the Google Lens feature in the Google 
Photos app or the Google Search app, simply 
open the app and tap the Google Lens icon. 
Then, point your camera at the object you want 
to identify. Google Lens will automatically iden-
tify the object and provide information about it. 
 
Google Lens features 

Google Lens offers a variety of features that 
make it a powerful visual search tool. 
Some of these features include: 

 
Real-time translation: Google Lens can 

(Continued from page 4) translate text from one language to an-
other in real time. This can be useful if 
you are traveling to a foreign country or if 
you are trying to read a menu that is in a 
different language. 

 
Multi-language support: Google Lens sup-

ports over 100 languages. This means 
that you can use Google Lens to trans-
late text from one language to another in 
real time, even if the languages are not 
the same. 

 
Image search: Google Lens can find visually 

similar images to the image you are look-
ing at. This can be useful if you are trying 
to find a higher-quality version of an im-
age or if you are trying to find the source 
of an image. 

 
Shopping: Google Lens can scan barcodes 

and QR codes to identify products and 
provide information about them. This can 
be useful if you are shopping and you 
want to compare prices or learn more 
about a product. 

 
Object identification: Google Lens can iden-

tify over a million different objects, in-
cluding plants, animals, places, and 
products. This can be useful if you are 
hiking and you want to know what kind of 
plant you are looking at, or if you are at a 
zoo and you want to know what kind of 
animal is in a particular enclosure. 

 
Google Lens pros: 
 

Versatility: Google Lens can be used for a 
wide variety of tasks, including translat-
ing text, identifying plants and animals, 
exploring locales or menus, discovering 
products, finding visually similar images, 
and taking other useful actions. 

 
Accuracy: Google Lens is very accurate at 

identifying objects and providing informa-
tion about them. 

 
Ease of use: Google Lens is very easy to 

use. Simply point your camera at the ob-
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Google Lens pros: 
 

Versatility: Google Lens can be used for a 
wide variety of tasks, including translat-
ing text, identifying plants and animals, 
exploring locales or menus, discovering 
products, finding visually similar images, 
and taking other useful actions. 

Accuracy: Google Lens is very accurate at 
identifying objects and providing informa-
tion about them. 

Ease of use: Google Lens is very easy to 
use. Simply point your camera at the ob-
ject you want to identify and Google 
Lens will provide you with the information 
you need. 

Integration: Google Lens is integrated into 
many Google products, including the 
Google Photos app, the Google Search 
app, and Google Assistant. This makes it 
easy to use Google Lens from anywhere. 

Free to use: Google Lens is a free service. 
There are no in-app purchases or sub-
scriptions required. 

 
Here are some specific examples of how 
Google Lens can be used: 
 

A student can use Google Lens to scan a 
math problem and get help solving it. 

A shopper can use Google Lens to scan a 
barcode and compare prices online. 

A traveler can use Google Lens to translate 
a sign or menu in a foreign language. 

A hiker can use Google Lens to identify a 
plant or animal. 

A homeowner can use Google Lens to iden-
tify a pest or disease. 

A mechanic can use Google Lens to identify 
a car part. 

 
Overall, Google Lens is a powerful and versatile 

visual search tool that can be used for a 
wide variety of tasks. It is easy to use and is 
integrated into many Google products. 
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Ctrl+ click white arrow to go to our You-

Tube site 

Members Helping 

Members 

 

Just think you could 

have submitted a  

paragraph or two that 

would help your fellow 

Members 

https://www.youtube.com/@lcaceclub2069
https://www.youtube.com/@lcaceclub2069
https://www.youtube.com/@lcaceclub2069
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October 21, 2023 

During our October Zoom meeting the following two 

computer services were mentioned. 

 

White Box Computers 

They say they are the place for all your computer 

repairs & upgrades at nearly half the prices of the 

competition.  

https://whiteboxcomputers.org 

847-833-9324 

 

ZYTEK Services 

Has been around for over 30 years and offers the 

best in fast, friendly, high-quality, fair price computer 

service solutions 

847-336-2259 

October 

Fred Barnett 

Julie Bell  

David Carlson   

Terry  Eiden  

Henry W. Henriksen  

Fritz Krause 

Eric Rehberger  

Theodore Rock 

October 21, 2023 

https://whiteboxcomputers.org/
https://whiteboxcomputers.org/contact-us/
https://www.zytekservices.com/
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Members Web Sites  

 

Members 

 

 
Take a good 

look, you just 

might see  

yourself. 

LCACE Photo Albums 

Phone: (847) 623-3815 
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look, you just 

might see  

yourself. 

LCACE Photo Albums 

http://www.lcace.org/
mailto:JimJacobsMusic@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/LoveMyCookiesLizB
http://pegasusphotos.smugmug.com/
http://lcace.org/PhotoAlbums.htm
http://lcace.org/PhotoAlbums.htm
http://lcace.org/PhotoAlbums.htm
https://www.facebook.com/lakecountyhonorflight/posts/2518531204848800
http://apcug2.org/
http://lcace.org/PhotoAlbums.htm
http://lcace.org/PhotoAlbums.htm
http://lcace.org/PhotoAlbums.htm

