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Use StoryGraph to Find  
Books You Want to Read 
By Kurt Jefferson, Editor  
Central Kentucky Computer Society 
https://ckcs.org/  
lextown2@gmail.com 
 
If you’re constantly searching for a good book, you might 
want to check out a new app called StoryGraph. It’s a 
competitor to Amazon-owned Goodreads.  
https://www.thestorygraph.com 
 

StoryGraph’s slogan: Because life’s too 
short for a book you’re not in the mood for. 
 
StoryGraph is available through the Mac App Store, for 
Windows PCs, through the App Store for Apple’s Mobile 
devices, and via Google Play for Android devices. You 
can log into the website and use it instead of the app. 
Desktop App details for Mac and Windows 

 (Mac version available through the Mac App Store; ) 
 https://webcatalog.io/apps/the-storygraph/ 
 
iOS and iPad OS details (download through the App 

Store) 
 https://apps.apple.com/us/app/storygraph-reading-

tracker/id1570489264 
 
Android App details (download through Google Play) 
 https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?

id=com.thestorygraph.thestorygraph&gl=US 
 
StoryGraph tracks your reading and helps you choose 
your next book based on your mood, favorite topics, and 
themes. 
 
One of the neatest features is seeing how your reading 
changes over time and using the StoryGraph app or web-
site to help you pick better books. StoryGraph will show 
you a graph revealing the number of books you’ve read, 
the number of pages, the “moods” of books, how fast you 
read the book, and other interesting facts. 
(Continued on page 10) 

https://ckcs.org/
https://www.thestorygraph.com
https://webcatalog.io/apps/the-storygraph/
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/storygraph-reading-tracker/id1570489264
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/storygraph-reading-tracker/id1570489264
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.thestorygraph.thestorygraph&gl=US
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.thestorygraph.thestorygraph&gl=US
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Lake County Area  

Computer Enthusiasts  

c/o Group Ambassador  

“J.J.” Johnson  

News Journal  

The LCACE News Journal is published eleven times annually. Members are 

encouraged to submit contributions which will be acknowledged in this newslet-

ter. Send articles to editor@lcace.org Permission is granted to reproduce any or 

all parts of this newsletter in other User Group publications, provided that credit 

is given to LCACE and the individual author (s). Logo designed on an Atari Sta-

cy Laptop in 1989 by Dwight Johnson Jr.  

Membership  

LCACE membership is open to all individuals and families interested in personal 

computing. Annual dues are $20.00 per individual/family. Applications for mem-

bership may be obtained at the monthly meeting, by request on the club hotline, 

and are now available on our web site at http://www.lcace.org.  

Meetings  

LCACE meetings are usually held on Saturdays at the Grayslake Area Public 

Library, 100 Library Lane, Grayslake, Illinois. The meeting room opens at noon 

and the formal meeting begins at 12:30 p.m. All meetings are open to the public. 

Bring a friend!  

Newsletter Submissions  

Club members are welcome to submit classified ads, reviews, tips and other   

articles for publication, to our newsletter editor in Microsoft Word format (.doc). 

Publication deadline is the 20th of the month for all ads and articles. 

Please do not use tabs or special formatting.  

Newsletter Advertising  

Ad rates per issue: Full page - $25, Half page - $15, Quarter page - $10, Busi-

ness Card - $5. Discounts are available on advance purchase of multiple issues. 

Please send camera-ready copy and payment to the club address by the 15th of 

the month preceding publication. For more information on ad pricing, please call 

our Hotline. Ads are FREE to all paid members.  

NOTICE  

LCACE WILL NOT CONDONE or knowingly participate in copyright infringe-

ment of any kind. The LCACE News Journal is published by and for LCACE 

members. Opinions expressed herein are those of the individual authors and do 

not necessarily reflect the opinion of LCACE, the membership, the board of       

directors, and/or our advertisers.  

http://lcace.org/
mailto:president@lcace.org
mailto:vicepresident@lcace.org
mailto:vicepresident@lcace.org
mailto:secretary@lcace.org
mailto:treasurer@lcace.org
mailto:programs@lcace.org
mailto:membership@lcace.org
mailto:membership@lcace.org
mailto:pr@lcace.org
mailto:webmaster@lcace.org
mailto:editor@lcace.org
http://www.lcace.org
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L.C.A.C.E.  Presidential Thoughts 
 

 

Fellow L.C.A.C.E. Members, 

 

I am so sorry I couldn’t join you for this year’s Holliday Party. From 

what I have been told it was    another great success. 

 

The holiday season is a time for celebration and  joy, and spending 

quality time with loved ones and friends. One event that often marks the beginning of the festivities 

is our annual holiday party. It is a time to come together, let loose, and create lasting memories. As 

the year ends, it is important to express gratitude to those who have organized such a wonderful 

event. 

 

First, I would like to extend my heartfelt thanks to everyone involved in planning and executing this 

year's holiday party. From the organizers who dedicated their time and effort to ensure everything 

ran smoothly, to the volunteers who helped with decorations and set-up, and to the members who 

shared their culinary efforts, everyone's contribution was invaluable. The atmosphere I hear was 

filled with warmth, joy, and a sense of togetherness, truly capturing the spirit of the season. 

 

I was told the attention to detail was remarkable and that attention resulted in delicious food, lively 

entertainment and door prize raffles that made the event truly unforgettable. The laughter, conversa-

tions, and smiles shared by all created an atmosphere of happiness and camaraderie. It was a per-

fect opportunity to reconnect with club members and maybe meet new faces, fostering a sense of 

community within the organization. 

 

I would like to again express my deepest gratitude to everyone involved in making this holiday party 

a success. Your efforts brought joy and happiness to all attendees, and the memories created will be 

cherished for years to come. Thank you for yet another great holiday party, and here's to a new year 

filled with more celebrations, camaraderie, and success.  

 

In Conclusion, I wish Happy Holidays and a Very Happy New Year to all. 

 

Mike McEnery 

President L.C.A.C.E. 
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Holiday Party Recap 
 

As we move into a new year, I would like to thank 
everyone who made 2023 a good year for the club. 
We had good presentations all year as well as two 
club parties. Although I did not attend that picnic, I 
heard that all the attendees had an enjoyable time, 
and our Holiday Party is always a success. 

 

As for our annual Holiday Party, I completely 
agree that DeBorah and Diane were fantastic 
MCs and they really helped to make the Holi-
day Party a success. It is not easy to manage 
all those things, so they deserve a big round of 
applause for their hard work and dedication. 
Their efforts contributed to a fun and festive 
event for everyone.  

 

Each year Liz, Gayle, Nick (DeBorah’s nephew), 
and their kitchen elves ensure that all the appetizers 
are set up before the main meal is ready. They set 
up the main food table and displayed all the enjoya-
ble foods our members brought for us to enjoy. Lin-
da managed the ticket table alone, but she was able 
to get members to look forward to punching their 
tickets for the Door Prize and 50/50 Raffle. 

 

Like previous years, the members enjoyed playing 
the games DeBorah and Diane picked out. The first 
game “Sticky Ball Target” was somewhat of a chal-
lenge for Scott, Lester, Bartron, Rich, Jean, Fritz, 
Linda, Marie, and others, so we moved on to the 
“Junk in Your Trunk” game.  

 

“Junk in Your Trunk” showcased the energy re-
leased by Marie, Lester, and David, with Lester 
shaking his way into winning the “Junk in The 
Trunk” game by spilling his balls all over the floor. I 
do not think I have ever seen Lester move so fast! 
Marie and David showed us some new gyrations to 
get their junk out of their trunks.  

 

  

From the Corner 

  

To see the enjoyment everyone had, check out the 
Holiday Party video on YouTube. It is hilarious!  

 

AND — View the Photos on the Next Two Pages: 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 

Also of note, there were great door prizes 
(especially the two 1TB SSD drives) for the holiday 
raffle and incredibly surprised winners. Sandy was 
our big winner and she won a large 50/50 raffle. Lin-
da and Sue took home the two prizes for the Ugly 
Sweater Contest. John won a couple door prizes 
that DeBorah would like him to keep! 

 

Let us not forget the Ugly Sweater participants with 
their colorful and holiday-oriented sweaters. The 
judges always have a little difficulty deciding on the 
Ugliest and the Most Creative winners. At least 
John did not bribe the judges this year. I thank Rich, 
Lester, and Bob for being our Judges. 

 

I am looking forward to our 41st year for LCACE to 
be successful. The club will start the year with Zoom 
meetings for January and February. This will allow 
everyone to stay home, warn and safe, but that 
does not mean we do not want to see you during 
our Zoom meetings. When the weather breaks, we 
look forward to seeing everyone in person again, 
enjoying the camaraderie of other members. I will 
be looking for the tasty treats Liz and Linda bring to 
the meetings. 

 

Happy New Year! 

 

J.J. Johnson 
Founder / President Emeritus 

https://youtu.be/HUSe-kuJoHQ?si=o64VRrmBINTs-UNE
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Definitions of the Month 

CACHE 
A cache is like a super-fast, short-term memory 
for your devices, whether it's your phone, com-
puter, or even a web server. Imagine it as a 
kitchen pantry where you keep frequently used 
ingredients so you don't have to run to the gro-
cery store every time you need them. 

Here's how it works: 

• When you access something for the first 
time, like a website or an app, your device 
downloads and stores a copy of it in the 
cache. 

• The next time you access the same 
thing, your device checks the cache first. If it 
finds the copy, the copy loads up immediate-
ly, that’s much faster than the device down-
loading it again from scratch. 

• This saves you time and data, and it makes 
your device run more smoothly. 

Here are some different types of caches: 

• Browser cache: This stores images, vide-
os, and other website files, so your web 
pages load faster. 

• App cache: This stores data and files for 
apps, so they can launch and run faster. 

• CPU cache: This stores frequently used in-
structions and data for the processor, so it 
can access them quickly without having to 
go to main memory. 

• DNS cache: This stores the location (IP ad-
dress) of websites you've visited recently, so 
your device doesn't have to look it up every 
time. 

Overall, caches are essential for making our 
devices faster and more efficient. They help 
us save time, data, and battery life, and they 
make for a smoother user experience. 

Here are some additional things to keep in mind 
about caches: 

• Caches are not permanent. They can get 
full, and old data may be deleted to make 
room for new data. 

• Sometimes, the data in the cache may be 
outdated. If you're having trouble with a 
website or app, you may need to clear your 
cache to get the latest version of the data. 

• Clearing your cache can also be a good 
way to free up space on your device. 
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Firefox Browser 
What is new and improved! 
By Jasmine Blue D’Katz 
 

During a Zoom meeting with one of my Milwau-
kee computer clubs and Senior Planet “Lunch 
and Learn” there was a discussion about Fire-
fox web browser. I do not personally use Firefox 
as my main browser but I decided to give it a 
quick look to see what is new. 

Firefox constantly receives updates with new 
features and improvements, so some of the 
new features might depend on which version 
you are using. Here are some noteworthy fea-
tures recently added to Firefox: 

 

Enhanced Privacy: 

• Copy Link Without Site Tracking: This 
feature ensures that copied links no longer 
contain tracking information attached by 
websites. This is a handy tool for preventing 
your browsing activity from being monitored 
across different platforms. 

• Global Privacy Control: This opt-in feature 
allows you to inform websites that you do 
not want your data shared or sold. It is ena-
bled by default in private browsing mode 
and helps you take control of your online pri-
vacy. 

• Enhanced Canvas Fingerprinting Protec-
tion: Firefox's private windows and ETP-
Strict privacy configuration now include im-
proved protection against canvas fingerprint-
ing, a technique used to track users based 
on their unique browser configurations. 

• Cookie Banner Blocker: This feature auto-
matically blocks cookie banners and refuses 
cookies for supported websites in private 
browsing mode. It is currently being rolled 

out for users in Germany and might become 
available in other regions soon. 

• URL Tracking Protection: This feature re-
moves unnecessary tracking parameters 
from URLs, making it harder for websites to 
track your browsing activity across different 
platforms. It is enabled by default in private 
windows for all users in Germany and might 
be expanded to other regions later. 

 

Improved Performance and Function-
ality: 

• Hardware decoding support for AV1 vid-
eo codec: This feature enables smoother 
playback of AV1 videos by utilizing your 
computer's graphics hardware. It requires 
the Microsoft AV1 Video Extension on Win-
dows systems. 

• Voice Control commands on macOS: Mac 
users can now control Firefox using voice 
commands, making browsing more conven-
ient and hands-free. 

• Wayland compositor on Linux: Firefox on 
Linux now defaults to the Wayland composi-
tor when available, leading to improved 
touchpad and touchscreen gestures, swipe-
to-navigate functionality, better graphics per-
formance, and more. 

• Larger and clearer focus indicator: The 
focus indicator highlighting the currently ac-
tive element in Firefox has been improved 
with increased size, contrast, and a white 
box-shadow for better visibility. 

 

These are just some of the recent new features 
in Firefox. The browser is constantly evolving, 
so be sure to keep an eye out for future up-
dates that might bring even more exciting im-
provements and privacy protections. 

I hope this gives you a good overview of some 
of the cool new things you can find in Firefox! 
Let me know if you have any other questions. 
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protect your privacy by preventing you from 
installing software that tracks your activity or 
collects your personal information. 

• Easy to use: Unchecky is extremely easy to 
use. There are no settings to configure, and 
it runs silently in the background. 

 

Is Unchecky Safe? 

Unchecky is completely safe to use. It is a repu-
table program with a large and active communi-
ty of users. It is also open-source, so you can 
be sure that its code is clean and free of mal-
ware. 

 

Overall 

Unchecky is an essential tool for anyone who 
wants to take control of their software installa-
tions. It is free, easy to use, and it can save you 
a lot of time, money, and frustration. I highly 
recommend it to everyone. 

 

Here are some additional things to 
keep in mind about Unchecky: 

• Unchecky does not work with all install-
ers. Some installers are designed to bypass 
Unchecky and other similar programs. 

• Unchecky may not always be able to detect 
all unwanted boxes. It is always a clever 
idea to double-check the installation screens 
yourself before clicking "Install." 

• Unchecky is not a replacement for common 
sense. It is important to be careful about 
what software you install, even if Unchecky 
is able to uncheck the unwanted boxes. 

 

I would also like to add that Unchecky is a great 
program for anyone who is concerned about 
their privacy. By preventing you from installing 
unwanted software, Unchecky can help to pro-
tect your personal information from being col-
lected and used by third parties. 

 

Unchecky: A Review 
Stop installing unwanted software. 
By Jasmine Blue D’Katz 
 
I have been using several programs suggested 
by Bob Gostacha (Tech for Senior) and Judy 
Taylour (APCUG) , and recently, I had to rebuild 
one of my computers, and the program Un-
checky gave lots of help reinstalling software.  

Unchecky is a free and open-source program 
that automatically unchecks unwanted pre-
selected boxes during software installation. It is 
a lifesaver for anyone who has ever been frus-
trated by the sneaky tactics used by some in-
stallers to trick users into installing additional 
software or signing up for unwanted services. 

 

How it Works 

Unchecky works by monitoring your computer 
for software installation processes. When it de-
tects an installer, it automatically scans the in-
staller for any pre-selected boxes. If it finds any, 
it unchecks them for you. This way, you can be 
sure that you are only installing the software 
you want, without any unwanted extras. 

 

Benefits of Using Unchecky 

There are many benefits to using Unchecky. 
Here are just a few: 

• Saves time: Unchecky can save you a lot of 
time by automatically unchecking unwanted 
boxes. No more clicking through endless in-
stallation screens! 

• Saves money: Unchecky can help you save 
money by preventing you from installing un-
wanted software that you might have to pay 
for. 

• Protects your privacy: Unchecky can help 
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1 

Use StoryGraph...  

 
9to5Mac’s Lauren Rosenberg began using StoryGraph 
after she was frustrated with the Goodreads App and its 
limited functionality: 
 
As a devoted reader 
and someone who has 
been a member of the 
Goodreads community 
since 2013, I have found 
myself consistently frus-
trated with the app, es-
pecially in recent years, 
for everything that 
Goodreads doesn’t do 
and doesn’t offer. Aside 
from the fact that the 
app has barely updated 
since its inception – 
making for an antiquat-
ed user experience – 
some palpable misses 
would help me better understand what kind of reader I 
am and, perhaps, what type of reader I want to be. It’s 
within this space that The StoryGraph shines. 
 
Rosenberg adds: 
In addition to taking its user wants into the app’s develop-
ment, The StoryGraph also gives much-needed space to 
independent authors. Cofounder Rob Frelow: 
Suppose today you’re interested in a dark murder mys-
tery set deep in the woods featuring a kidnapping, and 
tomorrow you’re in the mood for an emotional but funny 
romantic comedy set in a big city. In that case, you can 
find that on The StoryGraph. 
 
You aren’t stuck by your old ratings or past preferences. 
You won’t see any ‘promoted’ books, which indie authors 
can typically never afford. You have complete control. 
She adds that StoryGraph allows you to: 

• Rate, review, and track books 

• “Buddy Read” with someone in your community 

• Keep a reading journal 

• Enter book giveaways 

• Set goals by number of books, pages, or hours 

• Browse book recommendations by mood, pace, type, 
or page number 

• View personalized analytics 
 
Read the full 9to5Mac article: 
https://9to5mac.com/2022/11/21/finally-a-formidable-
response-to-amazon-owned-goodreads-introducing-the-
storygraph/ 

 

(Continued from page 1) 

Who do I turn to when my computers 
need service? 

By J.J. Johnson 

 

Computers have become more complex over 
the years, and unlike years ago, we no longer 
can build a complete computer during the club 
meetings. I am no longer up to the task of up-
dating my computer, therefore, I reach out to 
my favorite service center. 

 

Over the past couple of years, I had Zytek Ser-
vices resurrect a computer when “The Geek 
Squad” had no idea what to do. Paul at Zytek 
replaced the mother board at just a small price, 
just above the $90.00 that the Geek Squad had 
charged me just to tell me they found they could 
do nothing. A second dead computer needed a 
new hard drive and Paul upgraded it to a 1TB 
SSD, and not only that, but he also installed the 
special 3D scanning software that computer 
was designed for. 

 

Most recently, another computer was unable to 
connect to the internet after a Windows update 
and Paul reset it for no charge. And my main 
computer needed to have its small SSD drive 
updated to a 1TB SSD. The turnaround for both 
computers was less than a couple of days. 
Again, Paul’s discount for senior and military 
customers was well worth the price and I avoid-
ed the price rip-off of Best Buy’s Geek Squad. 

 

So, if you need quick and fairly-priced service, I 
highly recommend Paul at Zytech Services. 

 

847-336-2259 

Zyteckservice.com 

Check the link in the newsletter (p13.) 

 

 

https://9to5mac.com/2022/11/21/finally-a-formidable-response-to-amazon-owned-goodreads-introducing-the-storygraph/
https://9to5mac.com/2022/11/21/finally-a-formidable-response-to-amazon-owned-goodreads-introducing-the-storygraph/
https://9to5mac.com/2022/11/21/finally-a-formidable-response-to-amazon-owned-goodreads-introducing-the-storygraph/
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Ctrl+ click white arrow to go to our 

YouTube site 

Members Helping 

Members 
 

Just think you could 

have submitted a  

paragraph or two that 

would help your fellow 

Members 

 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/@lcaceclub2069
https://www.youtube.com/@lcaceclub2069
https://www.youtube.com/@lcaceclub2069
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During our October Zoom meeting the following two 

computer services were mentioned. 

White Box Computers 

They say they are the place for all your computer 

repairs & upgrades at nearly half the prices of the 

competition.  

https://whiteboxcomputers.org 

847-833-9324 

ZYTEK Services 

Has been around for over 30 years and offers the 

best in fast, friendly, high-quality, fair price computer 

service solutions 

847-336-2259 

January 

Roger Busch 
Donna L. Kalinoski, 
Donna J. Knepper 

Inspirational:  

"The computer was like the movies brought to 

life, with the possibility of offering not just a new 

way to see things, but a new way to think and cre-

ate."  

- Steve Jobs  

January 13, 2024 
February 10,2024 

March 9, 2024 

https://whiteboxcomputers.org/
https://whiteboxcomputers.org/contact-us/
https://www.zytekservices.com/
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Members Web Sites  

 

Members 

 

 
Take a good 

look, you just 

might see  

yourself. 

LCACE Photo Albums 

Phone: (847) 623-3815 

http://www.lcace.org/
mailto:JimJacobsMusic@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/LoveMyCookiesLizB
http://pegasusphotos.smugmug.com/
http://lcace.org/PhotoAlbums.htm
http://lcace.org/PhotoAlbums.htm
http://lcace.org/PhotoAlbums.htm
https://www.facebook.com/lakecountyhonorflight/posts/2518531204848800
http://apcug2.org/

